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Paul Dresser Memorial Park 


The Park featured this week is Paul Dresser Memorial Park which is 


,_ located on Highway 40 west of the River Bridge. Paul Dresser Park is 


located on both sides of Highway 40 and has a total of six acres. 
The Paul Dresser Memorial Association was organized in 1922 for 
the purpose of providing a permanent and perpetual memorial to the 
late Paul Dresser, author of “On The Banks of the Wabash,” the State 
song of Indiana. The Association raised approximately thirty-five 
thousand dollars for the memorial. The park area was purchased by 


the City from the Paul Dresser Association for the sum of one dollarin | 
1940. The funds were then spent by the Association to construct the | 


Paul Dresser Memorial Park. 

In 1940, J. Bruce Bindley Sr. was president of the Paul Dresser 
Association and Laura Briggs was secretary. Mayor Samuel Beecher 
was also a driving force behind getting Paul Dresser Park to become a 
reality. 

Paul Dresser Park was designed to be the west entrance to Terre 
Haute. It was truly a garden spot and was designed in a heart shape 
fashion. Over the years the Park deteriorated since Interstate 70 had 
replaced Highway 40 as the main entrance into Terre Haute. 

In 1982, the Terre Haute Park Board leased out 2.12 acres to the 
Terre Haute Council of Churches Recreation League to construct a 
Softball complex. The complex was completed and has become a real 
asset to the Council of Churches as well as to the restidents of the 
Dresser area. ) 

Recently the Indiana State Highway Commission has decided to 
replace the Wabash River Bridge which was constructed over eighty 
years ago. Two new bridges will be constructed for east and west 


. traffic. The State Highway Commission will be needing some of the 


property for the new bridges. The new bridges will enhance greatly the 
west entrance of Terre Haute. 

Anyone interested in signing up for one of the summer softball 
leagues or needing more information, contact the Park Department 
office at 232-2727. 
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